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As We Start the New Year

SECOND SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS
January 4, 2025

PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP:

PSALM: 73 (LSB);

PRAYERS: Before Communing (Inside Cover, LSB);

HYMNS: LSB 384 TLH 138 LSB519 LSB 733
OPENING PRAYER

OPENING HYMN: LSB 384 -“Of the Father’s Love Begotten”

DIVINE SERVICE (Setting 3, LSB Pg 184)
Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and
confess our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of
our Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness. Our help is in the name
of the Lord,

Congregation: who made heaven and earth.

P: I said, | will confess my transgressions unto the Lord.
C: and you forgave the iniquity of my sin.

P: O almighty God, merciful Father

C: 1, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and
iniquities with which | have ever offended You and justly deserved
Your temporal and eternal punishment. But | am heartily sorry for
them and sincerely repent of them, and | pray You of Your
boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter
sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be
gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.


http://www.calvary.clclutheran.org/

P: Upon this your confession, |, by virtue of my office, as a called
servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, and
in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, | forgive you
all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy
Spirit.

C: Amen.

C:J] Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy
Ghost; as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall
be, world without end. Amen.

C: J Lord, have mercy upon us.

Christ, have mercy upon us.
Lord, have mercy upon us.

C: J] Glory be to God on high and on earth peace, goodwill
toward men. We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship
Thee, we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy
great glory. O Lord God, heavenly King, God the Father
Almighty.
O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; O Lord God,
Lamb of God, Son of the Father, that takest away the sin
of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest away
the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. Thou that takest
away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. Thou that
sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy
upon us. For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord.
Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, art most high in
the glory of God the Father. Amen.

P: The Lord be with you.

C: J] And with thy spirit.

Pastor: Let us pray...

C: J] Amen.
OT LESSON EXODUS 2:1-10

Now a man from the house of Levi went and took as his wife a
Levite woman. 2The woman conceived and bore a son, and when
she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him three months. 3When
she could hide him no longer, she took for him a basket made of
bulrushes and daubed it with bitumen and pitch. She put the child
in it and placed it among the reeds by the river bank. 4 And his sister
stood at a distance to know what would be done to him.



>Now the daughter of Pharaoh came down to bathe at the river,
while her young women walked beside the river. She saw the
basket among the reeds and sent her servant woman, and she took
it. ® When she opened it, she saw the child, and behold, the baby
was crying. She took pity on him and said, “This is one of the
Hebrews’ children.” 7Then his sister said to Pharaoh’s daughter,
“Shall I go and call you a nurse from the Hebrew women to nurse
the child for you?” 8 And Pharaoh’s daughter said to her, “Go.” So
the girl went and called the child’s mother. °And Pharaoh’s
daughter said to her, “Take this child away and nurse him for me,
and | will give you your wages.” So the woman took the child and
nursed him. 1®When the child grew older, she brought him to
Pharaoh’s daughter, and he became her son. She named him
Moses, “Because,” she said, “lI drew him out of the water.” *

P: This is the Word of the Lord.
C: Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE LESSON: ROMANS 8:24-32
24For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is not
hope. For who hopes for what he sees? 2> But if we hope for what
we do not see, we wait for it with patience.

26 | jkewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know
what to pray for as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for
us with groanings too deep for words. 2’ And he who searches
hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit
intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. 22 And we
know that for those who love God all things work together for
good, for those who are called according to his purpose. ?°For
those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to
the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among
many brothers. 3° And those whom he predestined he also called,
and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he
justified he also glorified.



31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can
be against us? 32 He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up
for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all
things?*

P: This is the Word of the Lord.

C: Thanks be to God.

C: J] Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia.

P: The Gospel Reading is taken from the Gospel according to the
Evangelist Luke, from the 17" Chapter we read the first ten verses.

C: J] Glory be to Thee, O Lord.
GOSPEL LESSON: MATTHEW 16:1-4

And the Pharisees and Sadducees came, and to test him they asked
him to show them a sign from heaven. 2He answered them, “When
it is evening, you say, ‘It will be fair weather, for the sky is red.’
3 And in the morning, ‘It will be stormy today, for the sky is red and
threatening.’ You know how to interpret the appearance of the sky,
but you cannot interpret the signs of the times. An evil and
adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to
it except the sign of Jonah.” So he left them and departed.*

P: So far the Gospel Reading.
C: J] Praise be to Thee, O Christ.

CONFESSION OF FAITH: CHRISTMAS CREED
| believe in God the Father Almighty, who sent His Son to be my
Savior.

And | believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, my Lord, the long-
promised Messiah, who came as foretold, being conceived by the
Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, announced by the angels,
worshipped by the shepherds, adored by the Wise Men, who lived
to suffer die, and rise again, to free me from all sin, from death,
and from the power of the devil.

And | believe in the Holy Spirit, Who has brought me to faith in
my Savior, and by whose work in my heart | rejoice in my
salvation, walk in Christ, show forth His praises, and will one day
live and reign with Him in all eternity. Amen.



HYMN: TLH 138 - “Thou Light of Gentile Nations”
THE SERMON: LUKE 2:34-35

34Then Simeon blessed them, and said to Mary His mother, “Behold, this
Child is destined for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign
which will be spoken against 3° (yes, a sword will pierce through your own
soul also), that the thoughts of many hearts may be revealed.” **

POST CELEBRATION SOBRIETY

THE OFFERTORY

J] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Tju
Holy Spirit from me. Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and
uphold me with Thy free spirit. Amen.

THE OFFERINGS OF THANKFUL HEARTS

We express our thanksgiving for what the Savior Jesus has done for us by
supporting His Work with our time, talents and gifts. Should you wish to
leave a gift, there are offering plates in the rear of the sanctuary. As our
gifts are brought forward to His Altar, we sing His Praise.

PRAYER(S)

HYMN: LSB 519 - “In His Temple Now Behold Him”
THE SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT

P: The Lord be with you.

C: J] And with thy spirit.

P: Lift up your hearts.

C: J] We lift them up unto the Lord.

P: Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God.
C: J] Itis meet and right so to do.

Pastor: It fitting, proper and spiritually beneficial that we should at all
times and in all places give thanks to You, O Lord, Holy Father, Almighty
and Everlasting God. Who with Your only-begotten Son and the Holy
Ghost are one God, one Lord. In the confession of the only true God we
worship the Trinity in Person and the Unity in Substance, of Majesty
coequal; Therefore with angels and archangels, and with all the company
of heaven, we magnify Your glorious Name, evermore praising You and
saying:



THE SANCTUS

C: J] Holy, holy, holy Lord God of Saba-oth; heav’'n and earth
are full of Thy glory. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the
highest. Blessed is He, blessed is He, blessed is He that cometh
in the name of the Lord. Hosanna, hosanna, hosanna in the
highest.

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Pastor: Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And
lead us not into temptation; but deliver us from evil;

C: J] For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION

Pastor: Our Lord Jesus Christ, the same night in which He was
betrayed, took bread. And when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to His disciples, saying, “Take, eat. This is My body, which is
given for you. Do this in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way He took the cup, after supper, gave thanks, and gave
it to them saying, “Drink of it, all of you. This cup is the new covenant
in My blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this,
whenever you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always!
C: J] Amen.

AGNUS DEI

C: J] OChrist, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, have mercy upon us. O Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that
takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. O
Christ, Thou Lamb of God, that takest away the sin of the
world, grant us Thy peace. Amen.



THE DISTRIBUTION OF THE SACRAMENT:

In the early church, Communion was thought of so
highly that no one except confirmed members of the
church were allowed even to watch it. This practice
was more strict than necessary, of course. But the
early church did understand something that many
today do not: that Communion was never intended
for indiscriminate use by everyone, but was restricted
to those who are properly prepared. If you have
never communed with us before, and desire the benefits of the Lord's
Supper, please set up an appointment with the pastor to discuss how you
can prepare properly.

THE NUNC DIMITTIS

C: J] Lord, now lettest Thou Thy servant depart in peace
according to Thy word, for mine eyes have seen Thy salvation,
which Thou hast prepared before the face of all people, a light to
lighten the Gentiles and the glory of Thy people Israel. Glory be to
the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the
beginning, is now, and ever shall be, world without end. Amen.

P: O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good.
C: J] and His mercy endureth forever.

P: Let us pray.

C: J] Amen.

P: The Lord be with you.
C: J] and with thy spirit.

P: Bless we the Lord.
C: J] Thanks be to God.

THE BENEDICTION: (Pastor)
C: J] Amen, amen, amen.

CLOSING HYMN: LSB 733 - “O God, Our Help in Ages Past”

Welcome to all of our guests and visitors this morning in Jesus’
name. We are glad that you have come to worship with us and
hope that you will return again. If you have any questions or are
interested in learning more about the Scriptures, please either
speak with the pastor on the way out.




ANNOUNCEMENTS
January 4, 2026

THIS AFTERNOON AFTER WORSHIP:
v Bible Study (Harmony of the Gospels); Sunday School.

THIS WEEK
Sunday: Worship 2pm, Bible Study/Sun School 3pm.

HOLY COMMUNION

Living Hope’s Council determined that Holy Communion would be
offered on the 1t and 2" Sunday of each month during the
vacancy. If any member should desire private communion, they
need only speak with Pastor Schaller who would be happy to
provide it.

SOUTHEAST WOMEN’S RETREAT

The Southeast Women’s Retreat will be February 13-15, 2026 at
Camp Dogwood on Lake Norman in Sherrills Ford in North
Carolina. Theme is Ephesians 4:3 - Make every effort to keep the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of peace.

LIVING HOPE ANNUAL MEETING
The 2026 Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday January 18t
following worship. There will be no Bible Study that Sunday.

CONFIRMATION CLASS

Confirmation Class will resume on Wednesday January 14" at 4:30pm.
The Assignments given in class on 12/16 will begin on 1/7/26 and
continue until Class on 1/14/26.

CHURCH ROOF REPLACEMENT

Due to the snow and cold weather, the roof replacement has been
rescheduled for the spring. The tentative start date is now April 2, 2026.
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CLC CALL NEWS

Pastor Cory Drehle has returned the call of Living Hope Lutheran in
Appleton WI. e Pastor Ben Libby has returned the call of Messiah
Lutheran Church of Eau Claire, Wisconsin ® Mr. Peter Reim has been
called to serve as Vacancy Pastor of Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church
in Red Wing, MN e Pastor Michael Wilke of Gethsemane Lutheran in
Saginaw, M, has been called to serve part-time at Our Redeemers
Lutheran Church, Red Wing, MN.e Pastor Joe Naumann of Immanuel
Lutheran Church in Mankato, MN has been called to serve Holy Cross
Evangelical Lutheran Church, Phoenix AZ.

General Missions 2025
The Cooperative Budget Plan (CBP) is a pledge established to participate in the work of
the Church of the Lutheran Confession. This fiscal year runs from July 1, 2025 — June 30,
2026.

Amount Received as Amount Approximate per
Pledged 2025 of 8/31/25 Remaining Sunday (44)
$5,500.00 $3,709.00 $1,791.00 5$41.00

Living Hope General Budget 2025
The Voters of Living Hope set the General Budget.
This fiscal year runs from January 1, 2025 — December 31, 2025.

General Received as Amount Approximate
Budget of 8/31/25 Remaining Amount
(16 Sundays)
595,419.00 $55,895.25 $39,523.75 $2,470.00

* Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” ** Scripture quotations are from
the Holy Bible, New King James Version® (NKJV®) © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.



HOME DEVOTIONS FOR JANUARY 5-10, 2026

Monday - 1 Peter 4:12-19 The work of the Savior who was sent for
us involves suffering, and those who share in His suffering may rejoice
and be glad when His glory is revealed (v13), entrusting their souls to
Him (v19).

Tuesday — Matthew 2:13-23 As the child Jesus’ glory is seen in the
wise men’s worship, so also is it seen in God'’s protection from Herod’s
murderous plans. The hand of God is seen again in the return from

Egypt.

Wednesday — Isaiah 42:1-98 The Lord God upholds and delights in
His servant, placing His Spirit upon Him. And what blessings are found
in this servant, who is appointed a covenant for the people, a light for
the nations!

Thursday — Matthew 3:13-17  When Jesus’ is baptized by John in
the Jordan, the Father shows His delight in Him by a voice from the
heavens, and the Spirit descends on Him like a dove. Thus we behold
His glory!

Friday —Psalm 110 The LorD Jehovah decrees that King Messiah will
triumph over His enemies, and that He will also be a priest forever.
The reconciliation that He brings about will have no end!

Saturday—Psalm 85 The LoRD has graciously redeemed and forgiven
us, so we can be confident that He will revive us in present distresses.
He also remains our true hope for future righteousness and peace
(v10).

These devotions are produced by Pastor/Professor Emeritus Paul Schaller and sent out on a
weekly basis. Graphics in the bulletin are taken from Church Art Online via a regular legal
subscription.
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