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PREPARATION FOR WORSHIP:
PSALM: 93 (LsB);

PRAYERS: Before Worship (Inside Cover, LSB);
After Worship (Inside Cover, LSB).
HYMNS: LSB 357 LSB 347 LSB 746 LSB 524

OPENING PRAYER
OPENING HYMN: LSB 357 - “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

A SERVICE OF WORD AND SACRAMENT  (setting 2, ws Pg. 12)

Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Congregation: Amen.

Pastor: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to
love and serve Him as His dear children. But we have disobeyed Him
and deserve only His wrath and punishment. Therefore, let us confess
our sins to Him and plead for His mercy.

Congregation: Merciful Father in heaven, | am altogether sinful
from birth. In countless ways | have sinned against You and do not
deserve to be called Your child. But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, |
pray: Have mercy on me according to Your unfailing love. Cleanse
me from my sin, and take away my guilt.

P: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins. By the perfect
life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, He has removed your
guilt forever. You are His own dear child. May God give you strength
to live according to His will.

C: Amen.


http://www.calvary.clclutheran.org/

C: J] Lord, have mercy on us.
Christ, have mercy on us.
Lord, have mercy on us.

C: J] Glory to God, we give You thanks and praise;
Of heav’nly joy and peace on earth we sing.
We worship You, to You our hearts we raise,
Lord God, almighty Father, heav’nly King.

Jl Lord Jesus Christ, the Father’s only Son,
You bore for us the load of this world’s sin.
O Lamb of God, Your glorious vict’ry won,
Receive our prayer, grant us Your peace within.

J]l Alone, O Christ, You only are the Lord,
At God’s right hand in majesty most high:
Who, with the Spirit worshiped and adored,
With all the heav’n-ly host we glorify.

Pastor: Let us pray...through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.” C: Amen.

ADVENT CANDLE THE ANGEL CANDLE

OT LESSON: DEUTERONOMY 18:15-19
15“The Lord your God will raise up for you a prophet like me from
among you, from your brothers—it is to him you shall listen—
16just as you desired of the Lord your God at Horeb on the day of
the assembly, when you said, ‘Let me not hear again the voice of
the Lord my God or see this great fire any more, lest | die.” 7 And
the Lord said to me, ‘They are right in what they have spoken. 18|
will raise up for them a prophet like you from among their brothers.
And | will put my words in his mouth, and he shall speak to them all
that | command him. ¥ And whoever will not listen to my words
that he shall speak in my name, | myself will require it of him. *

EPISTLE: 1JOHN 1:1-4
That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which
we have seen with our eyes, which we looked upon and have
touched with our hands, concerning the word of life— 2 the life was
made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify to it and proclaim
to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and was made
manifest to us—




3that which we have seen and heard we proclaim also to you, so
that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ. # And we
are writing these things so that our joy may be complete. *

GOSPEL: JOHN 1:15-18
15(John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of
whom | said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before me, because he
was before me.””) ®For from his fullness we have all received,
grace upon grace. 7 For the law was given through Moses; grace
and truth came through Jesus Christ. 8 No one has ever seen God;
the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.*
ALLELUIA

Pastor: Blessed are they who hear the Word of God and keep it.
Congregation: Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia! These words are written
that we may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God.
Alleluia! Alleluia! Alleluia!

CONFESSION OF FAITH: THE APOSTLES CREED
| believe in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

| believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord; Who was
conceived by the Holy Spirit, Born of the Virgin Mary; Suffered
under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, died and was buried; He
descended into hell, the third day He rose again from the dead;
He ascended into heaven And is seated at the right hand of God
the Father Almighty; From there He will come to judge the living
and the dead;

| believe in the Holy Spirit; The holy Christian Church, the
communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins; The resurrection of
the body, And the life everlasting. Amen.

HYMN: LSB 347 - “Comfort, Comfort Ye My People”

THE SERMON: ROMANS 8:33
33 Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies.*

THE SILENCE OF SATAN




THE OFFERTORY

J] Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit
within me. Cast me not away from your presence. Take not Your
Holy Spirit from me. Restore to me the joy of Your salvation.
Uphold with Your Spirit free.

THE OFFERINGS OF THANKFUL HEARTS

We express our thanksgiving for what the Savior Jesus has done for us by
supporting His Work with our time, talents and gifts. Should you wish to
leave a gift, there are offering plates in the rear of the sanctuary.

THE OFFERING HYMN (WS 788)
J] Lord, You love the cheerful giver Who with open heart and hand
Blesses freely, as a river That refreshes all the land. Grant us, then,
the grace of giving With a spirit large and true That our life and all
our living We may consecrate to You.

J] We are yours — Your mercy sought us, Found us in death’s
dreadful way, To the fold in safety brought us, Nevermore from You
to stray. Your own life was freely given As an off-ring on the cross
For each sinner, now forgiven From eternal shame and loss.

Jl Blessed by You with gifts and graces, May we heed Your Spirit’s
call, Gladly in all times and places Give to You who gives us all. You
have bought us; now no longer Can we claim to be our own; Ever
free and ever stronger We shall serve You, Lord, a-lone.

PRAYER(S)

THE LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy
kingdom come; Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; Give
us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses as we
forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation; but deliver us from evil; For Thine is the kingdom and
the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

HYMN: LSB 746 - “Through Jesus’ Blood and Merit”

THE BENEDICTION: (pastory CONGREGATION: "Amen."

CLOSING HYMN:
LSB 524 - “How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds”




Welcome to all of our guests and visitors this morning in Jesus’
name. We are glad that you have come to worship with us and
hope that you will return again. If you have any questions, please
either speak with the pastor or with an usher on the way out.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
December 21, 2025

THIS WEEK

Wednesday: Christmas Eve Service 6pm
Sunday: Worship 2pm

NEW YEAR’S EVE SONG SERVICE

A song service is being planned for December 31° at 6:30pm. There is also
a New Year’s Eve Service at Luther Memorial in Fond du Lac for those
unable to attend. Luther Memorial Services are streamed online at
www.fdllutheran.com.

ANNUAL VOTER’S MEETING

The Living Hope Annual Meeting is scheduled for Sunday January 11t
following worship.

2026 CLC MISSION HELPER TRIP

The CLC Mission Helper Program is making preparations for another
Mission Trip to Africa for the summer of 2026. The main focus of this trip
will be presenting the Gospel, through a series of child evangelism
lessons, to member and non-member children in village congregations.
Possible areas of evangelism include the CLC-Tanzania, CLC-Kenya,
CLC-Zambia, and CLC-Uganda. CLC members are welcome and
encouraged to apply. For more information and to apply,
visit www.mht.lutheranmissions.org.

CONFIRMATION CLASS

Confirmation Class is off for the rest of the Holiday Season. We will
resume on Wednesday January 14" at 4:30pm. The Assignments given in
class on 12/16 will begin on 1/7/26 and continue until Class on 1/14/26.

CHURCH ROOF REPLACEMENT

Due to the snow and cold weather, the roof replacement has been
rescheduled for the spring. The tentative start date is now April 2, 2026.

CHRISTMAS EVE SERVICE

There will be a lay-led Christmas Eve Service this year entitled “Let’s Go to
Bethlehem.” The service will take place on Christmas Eve (December 24™)
at 6pm.



http://www.fdllutheran.com/
http://www.mht.lutheranmissions.org/

CLC CALL NEWS

Pastor David Naumann has returned the call of Trinity Ev. Lutheran
Church in Spokane, WA. e Living Hope Lutheran in Appleton WI has
called Pastor Cory Drehle of Berea Lutheran Church in Sioux Falls, SD.
e Messiah Lutheran Church of Eau Claire, Wisconsin has called Pastor
Ben Libby to serve as their 3™ Full-time pastor. ® Pastor Terrell
Kesterson has returned the call of Our Redeemer’s Lutheran Church in
Red Wing, MIN to serve part-time. ® Pastor Emeritus Michael Eichstadt
has accepted the call to serve as Vacancy Pastor at Holy Cross Ev.
Lutheran Church in Phoenix AZ.e Pastor Ben Libby has returned the call
of Holy Cross Ev. Lutheran Church in Phoenix AZ. e Pastor Emeritus
David Schierenbeck has accepted the call to serve as Assistant to the
Pastor at Berea Ev. Lutheran Church, Inver Grove Heights, MN after he
concludes serving as Vacancy Pastor of Our Redeemer’s Lutheran in
Red Wing, MN, at the end of January.

General Missions 2025
The Cooperative Budget Plan (CBP) is a pledge established to participate in the work of
the Church of the Lutheran Confession. This fiscal year runs from July 1, 2025 — June 30,
2026.

Amount Received as Amount Approximate per
Pledged 2025 of 11/30/25 Remaining Sunday (29)
$5,500.00 $2,152.00 53,348.00 §$115.00

Living Hope General Budget 2025
The Voters of Living Hope set the General Budget.
This fiscal year runs from January 1, 2025 — December 31, 2025.

General Received as Amount Approximate
Budget of 11/30/25 Remaining Amount
(3 Sundays)
595,419.00 580,881.75 $14,537.25 54,846.00

* Scripture quotations are from The ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News
Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.” ** Scripture quotations are from
the Holy Bible, New King James Version® (NKJV®) © 1982 Thomas Nelson, Inc. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.



READINGS FOR DEVOTIONS DECEMBER 22-27, 2025

Monday — John 1:19-28 John the Baptizer turns aside all renown
from himself, that it may go instead to the One far greater “whose
sandal strap | am not worthy to untie” (v27). To Him must go the
praise!

Tuesday — Philippians 4:4-7 Joy in the Lord goes together with
gentleness toward others, for our hearts are not guarded by sharp
words and weapons, but by the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding (v7).

Wednesday — Luke 2:1-14  On the night before Christmas, we
remember how the Christ came quietly to Bethlehem, and was
announced to unnamed shepherds at night. But the angels already
knew, and rejoiced!

Thursday — John 1:16-18  “Grace upon grace” describes our God.
And His grace and truth came to us through Jesus Christ. Through the
only-begotten Son we learn to know the Father!

Friday — Titus 2:11-14 It is the grace of God that brings salvation to
all people. This grace also trains us to say “No” to ungodliness, since
He gave Himself to redeem us from all lawlessness, and to be His own
people.

Saturday — Isaiah 9:2-7 Joy, light, and freedom are encompassed in
the promised child (v6). There will be no end to the peace that He
brings, for He will be everything that His names imply!

These  devotions are  produced by
Pastor/Professor Emeritus Paul Schaller and
sent out on a weekly basis.

Graphics in the bulletin are taken from Church
Art Online via a regular legal subscription.
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